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SUBJ: TRAVELS OF NORTH KOREAN DEPUTY PREMIER KONG JIN TAE 

1. ADDRESSEES MAY FIND FOLLOWING TIDBIT OF INTEREST. SINGAPORE 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFEAIRS ON JULY 15 ANNOUNCED "OEFICIAL 
VISIT " TO SINGAPORE FROM JULY 19-22 OF VICE PREMIER OF DPRK 
ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL KONG JIN TAE. ANNOUNCEMENT STATED ONLY 
THAT KONG WOULD MEET WITH EOREIGN MINISTER RAJARATNAM AND TOUR 
VARIOUS LOCAL SITES. 

2. INITIAL ANNOUNCEMENT WAS FOLLOWED JUST TWO SAYS LATER WITH 
ANOTHER TO EEFECT THAT KONG'S VISIT "HAS BEEN POSTPONED IN- 
DEFINITELY". 

3. DURING JULY 19 CONVERSATION ON ANOTHER SUBJECT WITH MFA 
OFEICIAL, EMBOFF LEARNED THAT NORTH KOREANS HAD TAKEN INITIATIVE 
FOR KONG'S VISIT AND HAD CANCELLED AT SHORT (48 HOURS) NOTICE - 

TO ANNOYANCE OF GOS. ACCORDING TO MFA SOURCE, KONG HAD BEEN IN 
MOSCOW AND PLANNED TO STOP IN KUALA LUMPUR AND SINGAPORE PRIOR 
TO RETURNING TO PYONGYANG. NORTH KOREAN EMBASSY TOLD MFA THAT 
KONG'S INABILITY TO FULFILL COMMITMENT WAS DUE TO URGENT NEED 
TO RETURN HOME. HOLDRIDGE 
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